[image: image1.png]% PROHEALTH CARE




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – November 18, 2009
Media Contact:

Sandra Peterson

Media Relations

262-928-4997 (office) 

414-557-2754 (pager)

Robotic-Assisted Knee Surgery Now Being Performed in Wisconsin
OCONOMOWOC, WI – For the first time in Wisconsin, patients suffering from arthritis pain have access to a new procedure that uses the precision of robotics to perform partial knee resurfacing surgery. The technology, called MAKOplasty®, is a minimally invasive surgical option that results in shorter hospital stays and faster healing than traditional knee surgeries.

“This is the most significant advancement in orthopedic surgery in 20 years,” said Daniel Holub, MD, orthopedic surgeon at Oconomowoc Memorial Hospital, the only hospital in the state where MAKOplasty is being performed. “Years of pain medication or a full knee-replacement used to be the options for patients suffering from arthritis in the knees. Now, patients have access to this minimally-invasive surgery that treats only the portion of the knee that is arthritic and needs to be replaced. That means we can spare more of the patient’s bone and tissue, so they can recover faster and get back to an active lifestyle.”  
The MAKOplasty procedure combines three-dimensional images of the patients’ knee with global positioning-like technology to perfectly align the surgeon-guided robot, allowing surgeons to be much more precise than using their hand alone. The personalized result allows the surgeon to position the implant components much more accurately, which is not possible with conventional knee surgeries. 
“It’s accurate to within less than one millimeter and less than one degree, which is a tremendous advantage,” explained Dr. Holub. “We’re able to very accurately align that portion of the knee, which means patients experience more natural knee movement after surgery.”
More than 15 million adults in the United States suffer from osteoarthritis of the knee, including 53-year-old Paul Komlodi, who recently underwent the MAKOplasty procedure at Oconomowoc Memorial Hospital. 
Komlodi has experienced the difference between traditional knee replacement and the MAKOplasty procedure first-hand. He had total knee replacement surgery seven years ago, which involved four months of recovery. One month after the MAKOplasty procedure on his other knee, Komlodi was back to 75% of normal function.  “It’s like night and day,” said Komlodi. “I was walking within hours of the surgery and now I’m able to be active with my family again.”  
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Oconomowoc Memorial Hospital is among only 23 hospitals in the world with the MAKOplasty technology. 
# # #

Media Note:
Interviews are available with patient, Paul Komlodi, and with Dr. Daniel Holub, the orthopedic surgeon who performed his surgery. 

ProHealth Care is a regional critical and primary care provider with nationally recognized programs and physicians, and ranks among the most technologically and clinically advanced community health care systems in the country. Its integrated health network includes Waukesha Memorial, a tertiary care hospital and Oconomowoc Memorial, an acute care hospital; 26 ProHealth Care Medical Associates locations; home health care and hospice services; assisted and independent living communities and West Wood Health and Fitness Center. ProHealth Care's comprehensive services include a Neuroscience Center, Regional Cancer Center, Regional Heart & Vascular Center, CyberKnife Center, level III Newborn Intensive Care Unit, Center for Breast Care, Women’s Center and Orthopedic Center. 

For almost a century, ProHealth Care has been the major provider of health services in Waukesha County and today Waukesha Memorial Hospital is the third-largest hospital in the Milwaukee-metro region. ProHealth Care’s mission is to serve residents of Waukesha County and surrounding areas with the highest quality care at a reasonable cost. 

A leader in community education and hospital cost and quality transparency, ProHealth Care was the first in the state, and one of the first in the nation, to provide consumers with hospital charge information. Waukesha Memorial Hospital has been named one of the nation’s 100 Top Hospitals® by Thomson Reuters.  ProHealth Care is proud to be the largest employer in Waukesha County. Visit www.prohealthcare.org for more information.







